Gan those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Wonp, with 


all readiness of mind, and searched ie Scriptures daily, whether those things were s0.”— 
** Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”—Acrs, xvii. 11. 1 Tues. v. 21. 
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THE BEREAN. 

We design to devote, in future, a small 
part of this paper to such facts and articles 
of intelligence, as have a bearing upon mor- 
als and religion. These will be introduced 
under the head of Miscellanea. In every in- 
quiry facts are of the first importance. They 
constitute the essence of knowledge, and 
the foundation of rational induction. They 
will often be given without comment; and 
the minds of our readers will thus be left 
free to expatiate, and to draw their owncon- 
clusions. Such a register of facts, will also 
be found useful as articles of reference, when 
treating or examining any subject to which 
they relate: and we shall gladly receive 
from our patrons, any article adapted to this 
department of our paper, or any other com- 
munications calculated to promote the gen- 
eral object of the work. 

Articles having a strong bearing on W. 
C. Brownlee’s “ Inquiry,” and other works 
of that class, will be occasionally introduced; 
but we do not intend to occupy much more 
of this paper, in a formal review of that 
work. Itis a desperate attempt to support 
and extend a system of priestcraft in this 
country by means at which every honest 
mind must revolt. ‘* The religious public” 
has therefore already “frowned into obliv- 
ion the volume which offers violence,” not 
only to “the grace of brotherly love,” but 
to truth, and candor, and justice;—a vol- 
ume replete with those faults that ‘* disgra- 
ced the polemic of ancient times.’’* 

Our agents in Philadelphia inform that 
the notice contained in our last number is 
not understood by our subscribers there. 
They are now invited to call upon the agents, 
who will deliver the paper at their office, 


free of postage. 


* Vid. the work, p. 33. 
XS: L 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


To Samuel Miller and Ezra Stiles Ely, min- 
isters of the gospel, by rnorrssion. 


ON A FEMALE MINISTRY. 

The rejection ofa female ministry involves 
the enlightened apostle Paul, as I have 
shown, in a gross absurdity; in giving a 
rule to women to be observed in their preach- 
ing, and forbidding them to preach at the 
same time!! But the author himself is not 
less inconsistent; for if the words “ keep 
silence” and ‘be in silence,” are to be ta- 
ken in the broad sense he attaches to them, 
how is it that females “may pray and pro- 
phesy,” or according to him pray and sing? 
Again; if women may pray in public, why 
not preach? Is prayera less solemn, or less 
important act than preaching, or teaching’ 
Is not public, vocal prayer, made for “ edifi- 
cation and comfort?” Is the spirit of pray- 
er, inferior to the spirit of preaching, or 
does not the ability to perform these acts, 
proceed from “ the same spirit?” In short, 
are not the male and female “one in Christ,’? 
and also “heirs together of the grace of life?” 
—1 Pet. iii.; 7th. 

Were it admitted that ‘‘ speaking,” as 
used in the text, is to be understood and 
taken for preaching, still it remains to be 
proved that the prohibition was intended to 
apply to women generally. But this sweep- 
ing conclusion is not warranted by the con- 
text, nor by any thing to be found in the New 
Testament. The words are your women; 
and this epistle is addressed to the Corinthi- 
ans only. If it be asked why the women of 
Corinth were thus addressed rather than 
others, the reply is not difficult. The apos- 
tle alluded, no doubt, to a class of Joquach 
ous women, destitute of prudence, discre- 
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tion, or religious experience, who by their 
light | and frivolous talk, and their unprofi- 
table questions and altercations, did disturb 
the solemnity of divine worship. That they 
were greatly deficient in religious know- 
ledge, and were but /earners is evident from 
the apostles words——“ And if they will learn 
any thing let them ask their husbands at 
home.” It is idle to suppose that Paul here 
had any reference to ‘“tholy, devout women” 
—such as laboured with him “in the Gos- 
pel, and were able to teach their husbands, 
even as Priscilla taught Apollos. 

But further: the citizens of Corinth were, 
or had been, zealous worshippers of Venus; 
and hence their women were the most for- 
ward, and impudent, and lewd in all Greece. 
Thus Baronius testifies of them; “Inter 
Grecos Corinthix feminz, patria lege 
atque consuetudine, cultui veneris erant 
addictissime et proinde omnium impudicis- 
sime, quippe quz pictatem putarent sua 
corpora postituere:’ 
cians, the women of Corinth by the law and 
custom of their country, were the most ad- 
dicted to the worship of Venus: hence it 
was that they came to be the most impudent 
of them all, for they did think it a religious 
duty sua corpora prostituere.” Tom. 1. p. 
451. 

Hence also in Paul’s 2d Epistle to this 
people ch. x. 9. he says, “ And lest when I 
come again, my God will humble me among |} 
you, andthatI shall bewail many which have 
sinned already, and have not repented of the 
uncleanness, and fornications, and lasciyious- 
ness, which they have committed.” 


This state of Society in Corinth sufficient- | 


ly explains the ground and reason of the 
apostles’ directions to their women fo tse 
veils, or be covered.” The force of edu- 
cation and habit are such, that even the 
Priscillas and Lydiasamong them, appeared 
in public, as formerly, ‘“uncovered;” though 
inall other respects bright examples of piety. 

“It is a shame for women to speak in 
the church.”” It is worthy of note that 
the word here used by the apostle 
(lalein—to speak) is not translated in all 
the New Testament either To PREACH OR 
veacn. Leigh says in his Hist. Sacr. that 
Lalein is vulgarly taken in the evil part, and 
signifieth ‘* Temere and inconsiderate verba 
fundere, effutire,”— 


— 
| considerately, to babble or speak foolishly.” 
Scapula, in his Lexicon also affirms with 


Leigh, that this verb “ Plerumque ponitur 
| pro temere and inconsiderate, 


verba fun- 


** Amongst the Gre- 


dere.” Stephanus, in his Thesaurus Lin- 

guae Grecz, has the same opinion; and Bu- 
daeus in his Lexicon saysthat “Zalein saepe 
in malam partem accipree”— is often ac- 
cepted in a bad sense.”’—From all which I 
infer that the apostles meaning is this: “ It 
is a shame for inexperienced women to talk, 
chatter, or ask silly or unprofitable questions 
in the church, and to step out of their pro- 
per sphere by entering into controversy with 
men in a public assembly, on religious sub- 
jects.” This explanation accords with that 
given by Dr. Clarke; any other involves the 
apostle in an absurdity, for which the Cor- 
| inthians might have justly retorted upon him 
in the following manner; “In thy letter to us, 
thou hast given instructions how our ‘holy’ 
women ought to demean themselves when 
preaching, and yet, at the same time, for- 
biddest them to preach at all! Thou hast 
also sent us, as it were, tauntingly, the grect- 
ings of Priscilla, (1 Cor. xvi. 19.) who, if 


brother Luke is to be believed, Acts xviii. 


26) did. ‘usurp authority over the man’ by 
teaching Apollos, and ‘expounding unto him 
the way of God more perfectly,’ and who 
continues to act before thy eyes, in open 
rebellion against the commands which thou 


hast given us; and thus thy word to us is 


both 2 yea and nay, contrary to what thou 


hast affirmed in thy second letter, (2 Cor. 
i. 18.) and hence we cannot receive the 
things which thou hast written ‘as the com- 
mandments of the Lord.’ ” 

The author of the “Inquiry” says ‘It is 
a truth we readily admit that there have 
been prophetesses who have rendered distin. 
guished services to the church. The names 
of many are on record in the holy writings, 
and the memory of their services never can 
perish. But these were always raised up 
on extraordinary occasions, and for extraor- 
dinary services.”—“ They were not merely 
teachers; they predicted future events.”— 
Page 200. 

I will now proceed to lay before the rea- 
der some of the cases recorded in Scripture 
and elsewhere, of a female ministry, and 


which the writer above quoted, has endea- 


“to talk rashly or in- || 


youred to get over, by representing the 
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and *‘services” which called 
them forth as rare and ‘* extraordinary.” 
It is remarkable that the Israclites were 


no sooner redeemed from bondage than a 
try, under the Christian dispensation, ever 
‘And Miriain the prophetess, the sister of | 
Aaron took a timbrelin her hand.” —Ex. xv. | 


woman appeaved as a prophetess among them 


After Hulda, we hear little of prophetesses 


until the coming of Christ. The cause of 


this is manifest. The same priestly policy 
which has excluded women from the minis- 


since the third century, more and more pre 
vailed among the Jews through the influ- 


20. Thus one third of the prophets in the | ence of the Levites, from and after the 


camp of Isracl, at this’ period, may be said | 
to have been women. | 

The next woman whom we read of as a | 
prophetess was Deborah: “ And Deborah a | 
prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judg- | 
ed Israel at that time.”—*“ And the children | 
of Isreel came up to her for judgment.”— | 
Judges iv. 4, 5. At this time there was but | 
one person, to declare the will of the Lord | 


,—to whom futurity was unveiled—and that | 


person was a woman. The priests and levites | 
were all dumb before her! 

Hulda is the next prophetess who comes 
on the stage. ‘* So Hilkiah the priest, and 
Ahicam, and Shaphan, and Achbor, and As- 
ahiah, went unto Hulda the prophetess—and 
they c6mmuned with her, and she said unto | 
them, “thus saith the Lord God of Israel’ | 
&e. The king had commanded the priests 
to inquire of the Lord for him and the peo- 
ple; (2 Kings ch. xxii.) and knowing that 
He was not to be found amongst the priest- 
hood, they went to Hulda and *‘communed 
with her.” 

In the foregoing cases we discover no- 
thing more “ extraordinary,” either in the 
“ occasions,” or in the ‘‘ services than in 
those of the prophets.” The prophesies of 
the women are recorded by the historian, in 
a stile and manner which plainly indicate, 
that their occurrence excited no extraordi- 
nary surprize in that day; and that the gift 
of prophecy was not thought to be peculiar 
to one sex more than to the other. The 
service consisted in inquiring of the Lord, 
and declaring the result: this was not an 
**extraordinary sefvice.”—“The law and 
the prophets were until John.” Neither is 
there to be found any thing more peculiar 
in the nature of the “‘ occasions,” in which 
these women appeared, than in those on 
which the méh exercised their gift. The. 
assertions, therefore, that those prophetesses 
‘‘ were always raised up on extraordinary 


occasions, and for extraordinary services,” is 


gratuitous—unsupported by historical facts, | -* Numbers ch, 


appearance of Hulda; so that the saying 
that ‘*a woman should know nothing but 
her distaff,” gradually acquired the force of 
an axiom with that priest-ridden people. 

This ambitious, monopolizing spirit, mani- 
fested itself early among the Jewish, as 
since among the Christian priests. Thus 
Alaron was seduced from his duty and alle- 
giance, when he made the golden calf; choos- 
ing to be at the head of an idolatrous sys- 
tem, and thus supercede his brother, rather 
than occupy a second station, under the wor- 
ship of the true God!! Again; when “Eldad 
and Medad prophesied inthe camp.” Joshua, 
the servant of Moses, ran and told him, say- 
ing, ‘My lord Moses forbid them.” But 
make the answer—‘* Would God that ai/ the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the 
Lord would put his spirit upon them.’’* 
Thus priest-craft was checked in the bud, 
and prophetesses as wellas prophets were 
raised up to instruct the people. It was 
not very long, however, after the demise 
of Moses, before his precepts and example 
ceased to operate in this case, and priestly 
ambition finally succeeded in circumscribing 
one half of the human family in the exer- 
cise of their gifts and talents on the side of 
religion and virtue. 

I now come to a period of church history, 
more interesting, as well as more nearly res 
lated to the point in question, than the one 
I have been reviewing—even the fulfilment 
of that remarkable prophecy of the prophe$ 
Joel. ** And it shall come to pass afterwards 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall pra- 
phecy—and also upon the servants and up- 
on the handmaids, in those days willl pour 
out my spirit.”—Joel ii. 28, 29. Now, with 
respect to the period to which the prophet 
alluded, Peter in Acts ii..16, has removed 
all doubt; when on the day of Pentecost, the 
opening of the Christian, or spiritual dis- 
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pensation, he declared that “ This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel,” 
and then recapitulates his words as before 
quoted. That there were women among 
the disciples on this occasion is evident, 
from Acts i. 14, 15; and from the de- 
claration of Peter; for had there been no 
women in the assembly, the prophecy would 
not have been fulfilled: and ‘‘ They were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost.” Acts ij. 14. 
The women present must of course, have 
partaken of this favor; for the disciples with 
all their Jewish prejudices about them, had 
admitted women, after the example of their 
divine Master, to act a part in their religious 
exercises.— These all continued; with one 
accord in prayer and supplication with the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
his brethren.”” Thus we see the women 
mixed with the men: and the author of the 
**Inquiry,” in telling us that the religious 
duties of the women ought to be confined 
“to the harem, and to the harem only,” 
seems to have borrowed his ideas from the 
Koran, and not from the Scriptures!! 

It remains for me to inquire, briefly, how 
far the prophecy of Joel continued to be in 
a state of fulfilment, during the days of our 
Saviour and his apostles according to the 

historical facts transmitted to usin the New 
Testament. 

‘In entering upon this part of the subject 
it is well worthy of remark, that during his 
outward intercourse with mankind, Christ 

conferred as freely, on the great subject of 
his mission, with women, as with men; 
and in some instances even more so: for 
whilst he spake to the priests, scribes and 
pharisees in parables, he gave the women to 
know the things that belonged to the king- 


dom of God: Hence we may infer, that his 


estimation of the female character was much 
higher than that of the writer of the “ In- 
quiry.”” Certainly his demeanor towards 
the sex was calculated more to draw them 
eut of the *‘ harem,” than to drive them in- 
to it—to remove the shackles which the 
Jewish custom had fastened upon them and 
give them part in his ministry. His conver- 
sation with the woman of Samaria at Jacob’s 
well, as detailed in the 4th Ch. of John, is 
a prominent illustration of this. To no per- 
son had he opened himself more fully than 
to this womdn—with none conferred more 


freely on the highest objects of his coming, 

and the nature of his worship, although far 
from being the most exemplary of her sex, 
so that his disciples blinded by prejudices 
which “ the tradition of the Elders” had in- 
culcated and like our author, estimating wo- 
men as inferior beings, ‘‘ marvelled that he 
talked with the woman.” Yet this woman 
thus drawn from the *‘ harem,”’ did more for 
the great cause, than all the levitical tribe: 
she “left her water-pot,” went and preached 
Christ through the city, and “ many of the 
Samaritans believed.” 

Again; after Christ arose from the dead, 
the first person that he appeared to was a 
woman—** Mary Magdalen came and told 
the disciples, that she had seen the Lord, 
and that he had spoken these things unto 
her.”—John xx. 18. Thus the resurrection 
of Christ was testified to, and preached, first 
by a woman. 

I will now proceed to examine the facts 
and evidences contained in the New Testa- 
ment, in favor of a female ministry, poste- 
rior to the day of Pentecost; prefacing it with 
the following quotations from the “Inquiry.” 
p. 202. 

* There existed in primitive times the of- 
fices of deaconesess, and female presbyters. 
The necessity of these offices grew out of 
the peculiar manners of some eastern nations. 
In Judea the females were not strictly se- 
cluded from society”’—* the case was very 
different with the females of the surround- 
ing nations; these were strictly secluded; 
the ministers of the gospel had no access to 
them. Accordingly recourse was had to the 
services of Christian females of distinguish- 
ed piety and rank in life.—St. Paul makes 
frequent illusion to this female office—“ Bat 
these females did not officiate in public; 
they did not teach men. They exercised 
their functions in the retirement of the 
harem, and among females. It never exist- 
ed by apostolic authority in any country 
where females were not confined to the 
harem.” 

The fatility of the above remarks, with 
their want of truth, are already exposed in 
what [have said in regard to the prophetesses 
mentioned in the Old Testament; and the 
conduct of our Saviour to the sex, with the 
events that took place on the day of Pente- 


! cost, as set forth in the New: but the reader 
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will readily perceive that if there were any 
foundation for them, then Joel had prophesi- 
ed in vain, and Peter’s assertion of the ful- 
filment of his prophesy must be viewed as 
worse than an idle tale’ He will also remark 
that this prophecy of Joel, although so often 
quoted bythe Society of Friends, in con- 
firmation of their views on this subject, is, 
for a very obvious reason, not even hinted at 
by our author. But I proceed with the ex- 
amples of a female ministry. 

1. Priscilla. This woman preached to 
the man Apollos, (Acts xviii. 6.) and Paul 
writes of her thus; ‘Greet Priscilla and 
Aquila; my helpers in Christ Jesus. Romans 
xvi. 3. This same title of ‘‘ feilow-helpers,” 
which Paul here bestows on Priscilla, he 
gives also to Titus, in 1 Cor. viii. 23. and to 
Urbane: Rom. xvi.9. The apostle takes 
notice again of Priscilla, in 1 Cor. xvi. 19 
—* Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in 
the Lord, with the church that is in their 
house.’’- 

2. The four daughters of Philip.—** And 
we entered (says Luke) into the house of 
Philip the evangelist, and abode with him. 
And the same had four daughters, virgins, 
which did prophecy.” Acts xxi. 

3, Phebe.—* 1 commend unto you Phebe 
our sister which is a servant of the church 
which is at Cenchrea.”” Rom. xvi. 1. The 
word praKkonos, here translated servdni, 
would have been more properly rendered 
minister. Out of more than one hundred 
places in the New Testament, where the 
words “servant,”’ and “servants” are used, 
I find but four wherein the term “ diakonos”’ 
is thus translated, viz. in Mat. xxii.—*Then 
said the king to the servants, bind him hand 
and foot.’’—In Mat. xxii.—* But he that is 
greatest among you shall be your servant.” 
John xii.—** And where I am there shall al- 
so my servants be;”’ and lastly in the case of 
Phebe above quoted. In all the above four 
cases, the Latin version has it minister; and 
in the last case the F’rench translation ren- 
ders the term diakonos, ‘ diaconisse,”’ in 
English, deaconess. Now the office of a 
deacon, says Dr. Hammond was “to wait on 
the bishop, to preach, to read the gospel, 
to administer to the necessity of the poor’ 
&c. But wherein, Lask, did the office of 
deaconess differ from that of deacon? The 
author of the “Inquiry” tells us that it dif- 


the gospel ministry.”’* 


fered in the following particulars;—“ The 
females did not officiate in public; they did 
not teach men. They exercised their func- 
tions in the retirement of the harem, and 
among females.”—*It [the office] never 
existed by apostolic authority, in any country 
where females were not confined to the 
harem.” But it is not less true that Priscil- 
la taught men. That Philip, an evangelist, 
and apostle, had four daughters who preach- 
ed, publicly in his presence, and where 
there were no harems. That Paul recom- 
mends another, viz. Phebe, as a minister and 
** fellow helper,” in the most public man- 
ner, and sends her (not into the retirement 
of the harem) but from Cenchrea to Rome 
—a woman, who on the testimony of Theo-. 
doret, became famous “throughout the world?” 
It is not less true that nng preached Christ 
publicly not in a harem, but inthe Temple 
(Luke ii.38.)—that he spzaks of many other 
women who ‘‘ laboured with him in the gos- 
pel; such were Mary;” “Junia”—*Try- 
phona, and Tryphosa”—* Persis”—*“ Julia, 
and the sister of Nereus.” &c. 

I shall conclude this essay by the follow- 


ject. 

We learn from this, that 
men, a8 well as men, laboured im the: minis- 
try of the word. In those times of simpli: 
city, all persons, whether men or women, 
who had received the knowledge of the 
truth, believed it to be their duty to propa- 
gate it, to the uttermost of their power. 
Many have spent much useless labour to 
prove that these women did not preach. 
That there were some prophetesses, as well 
as prophets in the Christian church, we 
learn; and that a woman might pray or pro- 
phecy, provided she had her head covered, we 
know: and that whoever prophesied, spake 
unto others to edification, exhortation and 
comfort, St. Paul declares, 1 Cor. xiv. 3. 
And that no preacher can do more, every 
person must acknowledge; because to edify, 
exhort, and comfort, are the prime ends of 


M. 
(To be continued._) 


* Clarke on the xvi. ch. Rom. 


F ing quotation from Dr. Clarke, on _ sub- 
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FOR THE BEREAN. 
PRESBYTERIAN 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
(Continued from page 150.) 


The following Extract is added as an ap- 
pendix to the remarksin the two preceeding 
numbers, on this Society and its proceed- 
ings in New York city at the last anniver- 

“We are apt to consider parts and abilities, 
as the proper qualifications for the reception 
of divine truths ; and to wonder, that a per- 
son of a fine understanding should not imme- 
diately embrace just and solid -doctrines. 
But the matter is quite otherwise ; had man 
kept possession of his first glorious state, 
there had been no foundation for the gospel 
redemption, and the doctrine of the Cross 
must have appeared quite unreasonable to 
be pressed upon him ; and therefore, says our 
Lord, To the poor is the gospel preached ; it is 
solely to them, and to none else ; that is, to 
poor fallen man who has lost all the true 
natural riches and greatness of his divine life, 
to himis the gospel preached,; but if man 


Seels and knows nothing of this poverty of his 


Nature,.he is not the person to whom the 
gospel belongs; it has no more suitableness 
to his.state, than it had to man unfallen ; 

Such aman, though he knows it not, is as 
yet only at play, and pastime in a matter of 
eternal consequence, pleasing himself with 
supposed, deep inquiries after strict truth 
whilst heis.only sporting himself with lively, 
wandering images of this or that, just as they 
happentostart up in his mind; but till he 
aces himself in the state of the prodigal son, 
and feels himself that very person there re- 
corded; he cannot see the fitness of that re- 


demption, which the infinite love of God of- 
fers to him ;, Such a one, alas! is rich, he 


is sound, light is in his own power, goodness 
is inhis.own possession, and eternal life with- 
in his own reach ; he feels no distress or 
darkness, but has a crucible of reason and 
judgment, that on every occasion separates 
gold from dross ; therefore he must be left 
to his own Elysium, till the tender mercy of 
God awakens him by other methods than 
argument and disputation. 

Let us therefore beware of the religious 
Pharisee, who raves against spiritual religion, 


because it touches the very heart-string ofall 
systematical divinity, and shakes the very 
foundation of every Babel in every Christian 
country; for not a system of divinity, since 
systems were in being, whether Popish or 
Protestant, deserves a better name. 

All preachers of the true, spiritual myste- 
ry, ofa birth, light and life from above, in 
and by Jesus Christ, ever were, and will be 
treated by the reigning, fashionable ortho- 
doxy, as enemies to the letterand ordinances 
of the gospel; in like manner as the prophets 
in the Jewish church (who were the mystic 
preachers of that dispensation) were despis- 
ed and condemned, for calling people to a 
holiness infinitely greater than that, which 
they placed in outward sacrifices, forms and 
ceremonies. 

Whoever he be that has any situation of 
his own to defend, be it that of a celebrated 
preacher, a champion for received orthodoxy, 
ahead, aleader or follower of any sect or pur- 
ty, or particular method, or that seems, both in 
his own eycs, or in the eyes of others, to have 
made himself significant in any kind of re- 
ligious distinction; every such person soon- 
eror later will find, that he has much of 
that very same to give up, which hindered 
the zealous and eminently religious Pharisee 
from converting to Christ in the spirit of a 
little child. 

_ Nor doth ithelp the matter, that such 
one abounds with piety and excellency; for 
St. Paul was governed by a spirit of great 
piety, great excellency and zeal for God, 
when he was persecuting the disciples ot 
Christ. He says of himself, That he lived 
in all good conscience, as touching the law 
blameless, and according to the straitest sect of 
Jewish religion: for the Pharisecs, though 
many of them had all that hypocrisy and rot- 
tenness which Christ laid to their charge, 
yet as asect they were an order of most con- 
fessed and resplendant sanctity; and yet the 
more €arnest and upright they were in this 
kind of zeal for goodness, the more earnestly 
they opposed and condemned the heavenly 
mystery of a new life from Christ, as appears 
from St. Paul. 

This sect of the Pharisees did not cease 
with the Jewish church, it only lost its old 
name, it is still in being, and springs now in 
the same manner from the gospel, as it did 
then from the law; it hasthe same place, lives 
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the same life, does the same work, minds 
the same things, has the same goodness at 
heart, has the same religion, honour, and 
claim to piety, in the Christian, as it had in 
the Jewish church; and as much mistakes the 
depths of the mystery of the gospcl, as that 
sect mistook the mystery signified by the 
letter of the Law and the Prophets. 

It would be easy to shew in several in- 
stances, how the leaven of that sect works 
among'st us, just as it did amongst them: 
Have any of the rulers believed on him? was 
the orthodox question of the ancient Phari- 
sees. Now we Christians readily and willing- 
ly condemn the weakness and folly of that 
question; and yet who does not see, that 
for the most part, both priest and people, in 
every Christian country, live and govern 
themselves by the folly and weakness of 
the very same spirit which put that question; 
for when God, as He has always done from 


the beginning of the world, raises up private 


and illiterate persons, full of light and wis- 
dom from above, so as to be able to discover 
all the workings of the mystery of iniquity, 
and to open the ground, and truth, and abso- 
lute necessity of such an inward Spirit and 
Life of Christ revealed in us, as time, carnal 
wisdom, and worldly policy have departed 
from; when all this is done by the weakest 
instruments of God, in such a simplicity and 
fulness of demonstration as may be justly 
deemed. a miracle; do not Clergy and Laity 
get rid of it all, though ever so unanswera- 
ble, merely by the strength of the Pharisees 
gcood old question, saying withthem, “ Have 
any of the rulers believed and taught these 
things? Hath the church in council or convo- 
cation’ Hath Calvin, Luther, Zuinglius, or 
any of our renowned System-makers,, ever 
taught or asserted these matters?” 

But hear what out blessed Lord saith, of 
the place, the power, and origin of truth; he 
refers us not to the current doctrines of the 
times, or tothe systems of men, but to his 
own Name, his own Nature, his own Divini- 
ty hidden in us: My sheep, saith he, hear my 
voice. Were the whole matter is decisively 
determined, both where truth is, and who 
they are that can have any knowledge 
of it. 

Heavenly truth is no where spoken but by 
the voice of Christ, nor heard but by a pow- 


.. e? of Christ living in the hearer. As He is 


i) the eternal only Word of God, that speaks 


forth all the wisdom, and wonders of God; so 
He alone is the Word, that speaks. forth all 
the life, wisdom, and goodness, that isor can 
be in any creature; it can have none but what 
it has in him and from him: this is the one 
unchangeable boundary of truth, goodness, 
and every perfection of men on earth, or an- 
gels in heaven. | 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 
FOR THE BEREAN. | 
CHARLES LESLIE. 
(Continued from page 154.) 


Lesxiz having given some of his senti- 
ments of the Presbyterians, and in several 
instances stated as facts what cvery one ac- 
quainted with the History of the Church of 
Scotland knows to be untrue, proceeds to 
exhibit the character of their authors and 
clergymen, by quotations, or pretended quo- 
tations from their Books and Sermons. In 
order more clearly to expose Lest1e’s char- 
acter I shall make some extracts from this 
part of his Book. Many of his quotations 
are said to be taken from Works now out of 
print,—I cannot therefore prove them false 
—there is however good cause to believe 
that many of them are forgeries; for in his 
extracts from Quaker authors exhibited in 
his ‘‘ Snake in the Grass” he has manifested 
, such atotal disregard to Truth—has so man- 

gled and garbled his authorities, with the 
palpable design to render the Society infa- 
mous, that implicit reliance ought not to be 


quote, from any author whatever, 

It must be obvious to every reader, that 
if a writer who should now be disposed to 
abuse the society of Presbyterians, were to 
draw their characte from the statements of 
Lesuir, and exhibit charges against them on 
such authority, he might make them appear, 
not only ridiculous, but every way deserving: 
to be considered as the most odious, if not 
impious pretenders to the Christian name. 
Yet such, and more despicable are some of 
the authorities quoted by Brownlee against 
the Quakers, as I shall hereafter make ap- 
parent, 

The views I have given of Lrstte’s char- 


acter are by no means singular, Notwith- 


placed in any thing he quotes, or pretends to” 
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“Snake;” of which it is not too much to 
say, it was one of the vilest publications of 
the age; yet the Presbyterians of the seven- 
teenth century could hardly find adjectives in 
the English language sufficiently strong to 
express their abhorrence of Leste as an 
author. A learned and very shrewd Writer 
who in the year 1694 to defend the Presby- 
terians published an ‘‘ Answer to the Scots 
Presbyterian Eloquence” declares 1. That 
contradicts himself in divers places, 
and therefore deserves no credit.”” 2. ‘ That 
he falsifies the propositions of the Presby- 
terian books which he cites; and what name 
such a man deserves he leaves himself to 
judge.” 3. “That by his own argument 
he has not the genius of Christ, (which is his 
own phrase) and consequently his evidence 
ought not to pass current against Christians.” 
4. “That Presbyterians can give him true 
instances for his false ones.” He afterwards 
calls him ‘‘a Jacobite cur’—‘‘a railing 
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_ standing a reverend Presbyterian Divine of 
the nineteenth century has endeavoured to 
injure the Quakers on the authority of the 


| 


verend W. C. Brownlee, a Presbyterian min. 
ister, as a good—worthy—credible authority 
to support the most unfounded and illibera} 
charges against the Quakers ! ! !—0O tempo- 
ra, O mores ! ! ! 

Well, as I observed in a former number, 
if he be good authority against the Quakers, 
he must be equally good against the Pres. 
byterians.—Leslie’s “ Scotch Presbyterian 
Eloquefce” and his ‘* Snake in the Grass” 
were published within a period of two or 
three years, one in 1694, the other in 1697. 
Now if the lapse of 127 years will sanctify 
the effusions of his zeal against Quakerisin 
—his zeal against the Presbyterians must 
be quite as holy after it has been mel- 
lowed by the revolution of 130 years. Let 
us then hear him further on the nature of 
Presbyterianism and the conduct of its pro- 
fessors! 

Alluding to the time when the Presbyte- 
rians were under persecution, and speaking 
of their ministers, he says “* sometime ago 
these preachers were conversant only with 
shepherds and silly women laden with di- 


Rabshakeh”—* a downright Jiar,”—“ a || vers lusts, whose hot zeal had no knowledge 
black mouthed ruffian”—‘ a blasphemous || to guide it. Then indeed they admired 


Atheist” —“a prophane scribler”—*a slan- 
derer,” spiteful”’— malicious,” “ scanda- 
lous” and finally tells his readers ‘‘ It were 
needless to follow this frothy, fulsome scrib- 
bler, in exposing all his /ies, calumnies, and 
blasphemies, which almost every page abounds 
aith, and therefore he shall only animadvert 
upon the reproachfui name of New Gospel- 
lers he gives the Presbyterians, and make it 
apparent that as he began so he concludes 
with a lie.” 

The author of ‘some remarkable pass- 
ages in the life and death of John Semple 
formerly a Presbyterian minister of the Gos- 


the Scots Worthies; calis Lestiz “a mocking, 


‘lying Atheist’”—“ one of the Godless wicked 


crew in whose eyes Mr. Semple was despis- 
ed.”—Yet this same Lrstrz whom the Pres- 
byterians tell us was a ‘‘ mocking lying Athe- 
ist”—a profane scribbler”’—a “ spitefull,” 
** malicious” scanualous’’ black mouth- 
ed ruffian,” who in the seventeenth century 
deserved no credit,” and whose “ evidence,’ 
was declared by the leading Presbyterians, 
**unworthy to pass current against Chris- 
tians,” is now brought forward by the re- 


| 


pel at Carsphern in Galloway” and one of s 


themselves for persons of great Gifts and 
learning, because of the esteem that these 
poor creatures had for them. But now their 
better auditors expect solid divinity, ration- 
al and close discourses; and that being none 
of their talent, puts them quite out of their 
road and element. And hence it is that the 
people generally forsake and abhor them, 


and none but a few of the rabble frequent | 
their best Churches and preachers. And | 
if they hold on at their usual manner of rav- | 


ing in pulpits, they connot fail to render | 
themselves as ridiculous and odious as they | 


deserve. 


“They frequently upbraid the Curates as | 


deserted by the Spirit, because they own | 
that in composing their sermons they make | 
use of Books; and yet Mr. David William- — 
son, one of their ablest men, preaching be- ~ 
fore Parliament on Psalm ii. 10. stole most ~ 
of his sermon from “ Herle’s T'ripus of Wis- — 
dom;” and had the confidence to reprint the © 


same at Edinburg. 


Indeed, the nonsense 4 


and railing of that sermon are wholly his | 
own: for none but himself ever pretended © 
or presumed as he does there, that Christ 
died a martyr for the Presbyterian Govern- 
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ment! because forsooth, this inscription was 
written on his Cross, ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth 
King of the Jews!!! I do not discommend 
the use of books, but the hypocrisy of these 
men, who give out that they preach merely 
by inspiration and meditation. And yet 
such is the silliness of some deluded people 
that they proclaim these for soul refreshing 
powerful preachers, and for men that, as 
they phrase it, have an inbearing gift, speak- 
ing home to their hearts. 

‘Indeed, make some people judges, we 
know Presbyterian sermons will gain the 
applause. I remember the old Fable of the 
Cuckow and the Nightingale. Both contend- 
ed who could sing sweetest: the Ass be- 
cause of his long ears is made Judge. The 
Nightingale sung first, the Cuckow next, 
The Ass’s determination was that, truly the 
Nightingale sung pretty well, but fora rood, 
sweet, plain song, and a fine note the Cuckow 
sung far better. 

“ Their preachers are a proud, sour, incon- 
versible tribe, looking perfectly like the Pha- 
risees; having faces like their horrid decree 
of Reprebation! They are without humani- 
iy, void of common civility, as well as catholic 
Charity: so wholly enslaved to the humours 
of their people, that they give no other rea- 
son why they converse not with men of a dif- 
ferent opinion, but only that their people 
would take it very ill if they should! How- 
ever I fear there is something in it more, 
and that is lest their ignorance should be dis- 
covered; for it is certain they have as little 
learning as good nature, and we have both 
felt and seen, that this is next neighbour to 
none at all. 

“ They have their souls cast into a different 
mould from all Christians in the world; there 
is no Church they do not differ from both 
in Worship and practice. They have quite 
banished the use of the Lord’s prayer.— 
James Urquhart one of their preachers said, 
‘if ever Christ was drunk upon earth it was 
when he made the Lord’s prayer!’ It is com- 
mon to hear their people say, that if Christ 


were on earth again he would think shame. 


of that form—that they could make better 
themselves—and that he was but young 
when he composed it!!! 

“ Mr. John Dickson preacher in the Meet- 
ing house at Kelso said once ina sermon, ‘TI 


= = re 


tell you sirs, that the apostles creed, the 
Lord’s prayer and the ten Commandments, 
are but old rotten Wheelbarrows to carry 
souls to Hell. These are Idols that the 
false prelates and curates have set up to ob- 
struct the Covenant and work of God in the 
land! 

“ Mr. Walwood in a written sermonon this 
text ‘Jf the righteous scarcely be saved,’ &c. 
—says among other as ridiculous things, 
these words—‘ Men think that every Dog 
will win to heaven, but I assure you it is a 
great matter to win there: for noblemen that 
will be saved I believe there’s not twenty, I 
trow I doubled them: for Gentlemen, I could 
write them all in three inches of paper!’ 


“Mr, Gilbert Rule in his sermon before the 
; Parliament on Isaiah ii. 2. takes it for grant- 
| ed that the mountain of the Lord’s house is 
, expressly meant of Scotch Presbytery, which, 
he says, is terrible as an army with banners. 
This last I confess has often been found true 
in the most literal sense. But why Presby- 
tery should be called a mountain, I cannot 
so well say; except it be because it was ex- 
alted at Dunce-Law (the hill on which they 
first drew up their army against Charles I.) 
| above the tops of the mountains, that isabove 
| Monarchy and Episcopaey; at which time 
| the fanatics and rebels were the nations that 
, flocked unto it, and established it upon the 
ruins of their own former oaths and obliga- 
tions. 


“That famous man in his generation, Mr. 
David Williamson preached before the re- 
forming Parliament on this text—Pe wise 
ye kings, be instructed ye judges of the Earth. 
| Psal. ii. 10. T cannot but approve the choice 
| of this text, because those Kings had need 

be very wise indeed, that have to do with 
| Presbyterians; and those civil Judges must 
“be stronger than the Kirx that will not 
| condescend to be instructed by them in all 
things.—In the former part of that sermon 
he divides and subdivides government so 
often till (as the Presbyterian author from 
whom he steals these ridiculous distinctions) 
he at last divides the Kings and Judges from 
all power. It is no new thing for some men 


first to distinguish the King’s person from 
his authority and then to divide his head 
from his body.—Well, it’s granted by all 


hands that Scotchmen are well acquainted 
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with all the ways of dividing Government. 
In the latter part of that sermon the author 
speaking of Presbyterian Government uses 
these words, which we readily grant to be 
particularly his own. 
God, the royal diadem of Christ. He was a 
Martyr on this head, for it was his ditty on 
the Cross, John xix. 19., Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews. Vf this scripture do not 
prove that Christ died a Martyr for Scot’s 
Presbytery, 1 am sure there is no other place 
cither in Scripture or antiquity that will. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


MISSIONS. 
(Continued from page 60._) 

In page 60, I commenced under this head, 
an inquiry into the causes that have obstruct- 
ed the progress of Christianity in the world, 
under a strong impression of the great im- 
portance of such an investigation, and its 
close connection with the subject of mis- 
sions. The following extract from the Chris- 
tian Register having a strong bearing on 
the cause, is offered to the readers of the 
** Berean.” D. 


**It is truly mysterious that a religion so 
pure and perfect as was that promulgated by 
Christ, should have been so early corrupt- 
ed, and made subservient to all the base and 
criminal passions of man. Even the religion 
of the Jews, though not to be compared to 
Christianity, was in itself a simple and pure 
religion. Itwas however soon corrupted 
from its original simplicity, and its plainest 
precepts violated. “Our blessed master ex- 
emplified and illustrated, in the most per- 
fect and simple form, the doctrines he taught. 
Nevertheless, many of those who profess to 
be his disciples prefer the example set them 
by the Jews, and, arrogating peculiar privi- 
leges, destroy without mercy all who differ 
from themselves, unmindful of the fate of | 


those who have so long suffered affliction 
have heard the glad tidings which proclaim 


for their transgressions. 

We, who are called Christians, have, by 
the most aggravated injustice, taken posses- 
sion of the inheritance of those, by whose 
kindness and hospitality our ancestors were 
received and cherished, when wanderers on 
the face of the deep, and ready to perish; 


“ It’s an ordinance of 


and we are still persevering in the same 
course, and pressing on their retreating foot- 
steps with havoc and ruin in ourtrain; which, 
if persisted in, must result in the extinction 
of the native race. Yet, as if still further 
to mock and exasperate them, we are send- 
ing missionaries to convert and persuade 
this people to embrace the religion and 
adopt the manners of their destroyers.~ 
The reply of a chief to one of these mis- 
sionaries evinces the sense they entertain of 
our faith and sincerity. “Go” said he, rising 
with great earnestness, “teach your own 
people not to lie, get drunk, and cheat poor 


Indians; then come and preach to us and we’ 


will believe you.” None can, we think, 
doubt the propriety of adopting this advice, 
who are sincerely inclined to do geod. 
* Can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit?” 
Let us then instruct those nominal Chris- 
tians, who dwell on our borders, and are in 
worse than heathen darkness, in the sublime 
precepts of Jesus, and assure them that vain 
is that faith which does not “* work by love 
and purify the heart.” Except this be ac- 
complished, no efforts can save our Indian 
brethren. In vain do they profess our faith; 
in vain do they adopt our modes of living, 
and resign the chase to the whites; nothing 
but this can protect them from the avarice 
and cupidity of their neighbours. This con- 
viction must be powerfully impressed on the 
mids of all, by the events which have taken 
place in regard to the Cherokees, where 
our missionaries have been most successful; 
and by the appalling narrative, by Mr. 
Heckewelder, of the massacre of the chris- 
tian Indians. 

Let those who visit foreign lands be in- 
structed in their duties as men ahd christians, 
that they may not disgust by their vicious 
and reprehensible conduct, those whom we 
are attempting to christianize. Let them 
learn not to treat with contempt and oblo- 


i quy those who differ from them in opinion, 


but to keep in mind the imperfections and 
distinctions which prevail among us, who 


peace and good will tomen. Why should 
they who believe that “without the shedding 
of blood, there can be no remission of sin,’” 
condemn those who believe that self-devo- 


tion and immolation are acceptable to the 


Deity’? Or why should they, who maintain 
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that infants are doomed to perdition, cen- 
sure those who commit their offspring to the 
streams held sacred to the Deity, in the hope 
of propitiating his favour and acceptance’? 
Should we deride such as feel contaminat- 
ed by coming in contact with us, when there 


are some among ourselves who dread the 
sume result should they peruse a book writ- 


ten by one who: holds opinions in some 
points opposed to their own? Or, should we 
pronounce those to be polytheists, who can 
retort the charge against the worshippers 
of the trinity, and aver that their sacred 
books expressly state that there is but one 
living and true God and maintain that ‘‘the | 
worship of consecrated objects is enjoined 
on those only, who are incapable of raising 
their minds to the notion of an invisible 
Supreme Being, though (says Rammohum 
Roy) the missionary gentlemen tell us, that 
their scriptures ordain the worship of a tri- 
une God? Why should the purity and subli- 
mity of our religion be defaced by puerile 
conceits; and debasing dogmas borrowed 
from pagan superstition’ Do we desire to 
establish the superiority of the christian 
code? We must “let our light so shine | 
among men, that they may see our good | 
works, and glorify God.—Or how wilt thou | 
say to thy brother, let me pull the mote out 
of thine cye; and behold a beam is in thine 
own eye? Thou hypocrite! first cast out 
the beam from thine own eye, and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye.” | 

The sums devoted to foreign missions 
would doubtless amply suffice to instruct all 
those among ourselves who are destitute, 
without wringing from the hard hand of the 
tabourer, what is necessary for the support 
and comfort of his family, or requiring from 
the widow her mite; and while we neglect 
to provide *‘for our brethren within our 
gates,” are we notamenable to the censure 
denounced by the apostle against those who 
neglect to provide for their own? 

The situation of our missionaries is doubt- 
less in many respects superior to what they 
could attain in their own country;* but as- 


* From the Journal of Mrs. Judson, we 
may conclude that the missjonaries live in a 
style superior to that enjoyed by that of our | 


most favowred clergy athome. 


suredly they would not hesitate to relinquish 
some advantages, when so much good would 
result from their labours at home if well di- 
rected; and may we not hope that those 
young gentlemen who have been allowed to 
travel through the most celebrated portions 
of our globe; and have received advantages 
which few are able to enjoy, will return af- 
ter having experienced the inutility of their 
labours abroad, and devoted their services 
to those, by whose benefactions they have 
been enabled to perform a tour so highly 
gratifying? 

Would christians be united, and consent 
to teach those simple and sublime doctrines 
as they were taught by our divine master, 
unaccompanied by those perplexing dog- 
mas; which distract and draw the attention 
from the essence of Christianity, the sum of 
good which would thus be produced would 
attest the purity of their faith. Throughout 
the whole ministration of Christ a direct re- 
ference was made to works as the test of 
faith. “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
How comes it then, that the missionaries 
who preach in his name should endeavour 
to make proselytes by the assurance, that 
those who have faith are not strictly requir 
ed to keep the commands of God:} It is 
doubtless from this mode of preaching, that 
some are induced to make profession of a 
faith which will ensure forgiveness without 
fruit for repentance. Some are also induc- 
ed with a view of being received into the 
pay of missionaries: but the Hindoos are 
too strongly impressed with a sense of their 
moral obligation and accountability, and too 
much attached to their forms of worship, to 
renounce them for those dogmas, which ap- 
pear to them so inconsistent with their no- 
tions of duty and rectitude. This may be 
inferred from their reply to those to convert 
them; who are often made to feel their own 
inferiority, as is freely described by the 
ingenious H. Martyn. ‘To teachers of this 
class may be referred all the evils which 
have corrupted our holy religion; and 
the pages of history are not stained with 
any deeds more attrocious than those record- 
ed of the conquerors and settlers of Ame- 
rica, “who bore upon their blood-stained 
| banners the peaceful semblance of the 
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cross;”’ and we should not be surprised that 
‘** the miserable natives were accustomed to 
say, they had rather endure the sufferings 
of hell, than to enter the abodes of heaven, 
if they must dwell there with christians.” 
There can be but little doubt that if the 
money expended in support of foreign mis- 
sions were employed at home, much great- 
er good would be eifected. 

The propriety of applying the resources 
of the country to relieve the wants of its own 
people is enforced by the consideration, that 
we are sending help where it is not wanted. 
The British have assured our missiouaries, 
that they are able and willing to instruct 
their own subjects, and want not our aid. 

In the eloquent sermon of the Rev. Mr. 
Wayland, lately published, one would be 
led to suppose that the whole of christian 
duty was comprised in sending forth mission- 
aries; and it would be difficult for those, who 
are unable to detect the fallacy of his argu- 
ments, to refrain from contributing their 
support, though their families should suffer 
want.—He tells his audience that the world 
is their field, and enumerates the evils and 
miseries they must redress. But assuredly 
they need not cross the Atlantic ‘* to find 
villages burnt and depopulated, fields laid 
waste and people who have escaped des- 
truction, naked and famishing:” nor will 
they have occasion to enquire ‘* who has 
done this?” The details are unblushingly 
related in our public papers and in des- 
patches to government, by a people styling 
themselves christians, inhabiting ‘*‘ the nar- 
row strip of country,” which is excepted by 
the preacher from the ‘* world that lieth in 
darkness.” Here too may be found “ the 
traffickers in human flesh,”’ and the misera- 
ble victims of their guilt and avarice in hope- 
less and galling bondage. In support of 
the cause he advocates, the author adduces 
the examples of Howard and Clarkson. We 
should be unwilling to detract aught from 
the disinterested self-devotion of Howard; 
but assuredly, had his benevolent exertions 
becn limited to his native clime, he might 
have established a beneficial and permanent 
mode of relief for his unhappy countrymen. 
The stream that fertilizes its native vale and 
bestows joy and abundance on the beings 
who inhabit its borders, should its course 
be diyerted and poured over an extensive 


plain, wouldadd but little to its verdure and 
fertility. Had Clarkson employed his en- 
ergetic mind in attempts to christianize the 
natives of Africa, while his countrymen were 
employed in throwing among them the 
torch of discord to facilitate their nefarious 
traffic, and bearing off their victims in their 
pestiferous dungeons, to endure the most 
cruel and ignominious bondage, how small 
the sum of good which would have resulted 
from his labors!’ The disinterested benev- 
olence of Clarkson prompted him to arrest 
the stream of corruption at its source.—He 
fearlessly pleaded the cause of the oppress- 
ed and spoke to the assembled rulers of his 
nation, of their heinous offences against 
mercy and justice, with a strength and pa- 
thos, which forced conviction in the minds 
of all, whom avarice had not rendered cal- 
lous to the feelings of humanity; nor did he 
cease from his philanthropic exertions till 
his labors were crowned with success. Char- 
acters of this desciption eminently display the 
moral dignity of human nature, and are as- 
suredly, such ‘* burning and shining lights” 
as are greatly wanted among ourselves, 
** who will cry aloud and spare not.” 


FOR THE BEREAN. 
ON THE 
PROGRESS OF REFORMATION, 
( Continued from page 139.) 


We have, probably, most of us seen quo- 
ted with approbation the farewell address 
of John Robinson, to the congregation of 
which he was pastor, when about to be sep- 
arated from them. 

“Brethren,” saidhe, ‘* we are now quick- 
ly to part from one another, and whether I 
may ever live to see your faces on earth, 
the God of heaven only knows. But whe- 
ther the Lord hath appointed that or no, | 
charge you before God and his blessed an- 
gels, that you follow me no farther than you 
have seen me follow the Lord Jesus Christ, 
If God reveal any thing to you by any other 
instrument of his, be as ready to receive it 
as ever you were to receive any truth by my 
ministry; for I am verily persuaded—I am 
very confident, the Lord has more truth yet 
to break forth out of his holy word. For 
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my part I cannot sufficiently bewail the con- 
dition of the reformed churches, who are 
come toa period in religion, and will go at 
present no further than the instruments of 
their reformation. ‘The Lutherians cannot 
be drawn to go beyond what Luther saw. 
Whatever part of his will our great God has 
revealed to Calvin, they will rather die than 
embrace it. And the Calvinists, you see, 
stick fast where they were left by that great 
man, who yet saw not all things. 

“ This is misery much to be lamented. 
For though they were burning and shining 
lights in their time, yet they penetrated not 
into the whole counsel of God ; but were 
they now living, would be as willing to em 
brace further light, as that which they first 
received. Ibeseech you remember it. It 
isanarticle of your church covenant, that 
you be ready to receive whatever truth shall 
be made known to you from the written 
word of God. But I must herewith exhort 
you to take heed what you receive as truth. 
Examine it, consider it, and compare it with 
other scriptures of truth, before you receive 
it. For itis not possible the christian world 
should come so lately out of such thick anti- 
christian darkness, and that perfection of 
knowledge should break forth at once.”’* 

This Robinson was ‘he pastor of a congre- 
gation of Independents, or rather Brownists,+ 
who, to avoid persecution, left England 
about the year 1608, and located themselves 


in Holland. About the year 1620, they con- 
cluded to emigrate to New England, and 


were the first colonists who arrived in that 
country. It was on occasion of the approach- 
ing embarkation of apart of them, who were 
the precursors of the rest, that the admoni- 
tions of this good man were called forth. 
They breathe the true spirit of a christian, 
and exhibit the enlightened and liberal 
views of a mind that could look beyond the 
narrow precincts of sectarian and local pre- 
judices—that could anticipate the future 


* New England’s Memorial, p. 9. 


“+ John Robinson was the father of the In- 
dependents, being the first that beat outa 
middle way between Brownism and Presby- 
tery.”—Gough. In the course of the ad- 
dress which has been cited, he advised them 
to shake off the munc of Brownist. 


progress of reformation from an observation 
of the past. They exhibit, in fine, the dis- 
interestecness, the magnanimity ofa real lo- 
verof truth. Their excellence isnot a little 
heightened, in the contemplation, by the 
extreme rarity of the temper and feelings 
from which they originated, especially 
among the leaders of sects; who, from be- 
ing accustomed to govern the minds of oth- 
ers, are apt to imagine that nothing can be 
improved, either in doctrine or discipline, 
beyond the limits which have been prescri- 
bed by their mighty minds. Such at least 
is too often the language of their conduct. 
In the words of Milton, “All must be sup- 
pressed which is not found in their Syntag- 
ma.” Butdothey suspect that all this is 
but the fruit of an impure sELF-Love—a de- 
sire to perpetuate a system of their own fra- 
ming or adoption—an image of their crea- 
tion or fancy, for the adoration and admira- 
tion of the future generations of mankind!— 
Alas, poor human nature! What is man 
without continual humble watchfulness— 
without continual attention to that Divine 
“light which lighteth every man that com- 
eth into the world”—which only can search 
the secret chambers of his heart, and lay 
open to him the latent springs of action— 
which only can give him a knowledge of 
himsclf, and of his duties to God and his fel- 
low men. 
Happy had it been for the followers of 
John Robinson, had they imitated his noble 
spirit, cherished his enlightened views, and 
practised on his excellent precepts. The 
scenes from which memory now revolts, but 
which the annals of New England must 
transmit to the latest ages, would have been 
unknown ; and in the place of fanaticism, 
superstition, bigotry, and intolerance—at- 
flicting alike to the minds and the bodies of 
men—the peaceful fruits of a rational and 
enlightened theology would have been dif- 
fused throughout her borders. Instead of 
the poor indigent widow suffering under the 
imputation of satanic influence, and expia- 
ting her supposed crime with her life—in- 
stead of the messenger of peace and salva- 
tion being thrust.into the confines of a pri- 
son, banished on pain of death, or sacrificed 
onthe altar of intolerance—instead of the 
inhabitants of the Province being subjected 


'to the seycrest restrictions—compelled to 
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forego even the rights of hospitality—instead 
of these stains onghuman nature, all would 
have been left free to worship their benevo- 
lent Creator in the manner they believed 
he required of them. All would have re- 
joiced in the happiness of each other. The 
anthem of praise would have ascended from 
every heart, and the smile. of peace and 
good-will have reposed in every counte- 
mance. Then, indeed, ‘“‘the wilderness” 
would have ‘‘ blossomed as the rose,” and | 
brought forth fruits to the praise ofthe great 
and good Husbandman. ‘Instead of the 
thorn would have come up the fir-tree, and 
instead of the briar the myrtle-tree.” 

But the christian spirit of their Pastor was 
not imitated by the colonists, nor his liberal 
views adopted. “So far were they,” says 
Gough, “from the diffidence in their pre- 
tent attainments, and that openness to the 
further revelation of truth, which he recom- | 


mended, that in theirown opinionated ap- | 


prehensions of their purity and ultimate re- 
finement of orthodoxy, they watched with 
a jealous eye every conscientious dissent 
ftom their establishment, every attempt to- 
wards a further reformation. In their new 
religious system with all their regard to the 
written word, they appear to have overlook- 
ed the principal moral rule of the Gospel, 
“Whatsoever ye would that men should do 


| ing her character from the stains of a policy, 


~ 


unto you, do ye even so unto them.”* In- | 
stead of being “ willing to embrace further | 
light,” they were not even willing that its | 
beams should strike uponthem. The most | 
determined measures were adopted to pre- 
vent the dissemination of any other doctrine | 
than that which had been already received.t | 
But let us cast a veil over the transactions | 
of that period. New England has done | 
much to redeem, and, I trust, is fast redeem- | 


* Hist. of the people called Quakers, by 
J. Gough, vol. 1, p. 327. 

{The first of the people called Quakers 
that arrived at Boston, were two female | 
ministers. They were immediately seized, | 
their trunks searched—the books they | 
brought with them burnt by the hangman, | 
and themselves imprisoned, under the most | 
barbarous circumstances, for five weeks and | 
afterwards transported from the colony.— | 
Sec Gough, p. 338, &c. 


not more anti-christian than inimical to do- 
mestic and social happiness. There is pro- 
bably at this time no part of the Union in 
which liberal christian principles are gain- 
ing a greater ascendancy. It is, however, 
important that the deplorable consequences 
of a bigotted intolerant zeal, assuming to 
itselfthe high sounding title of orthodoxy, 
should be held up to public view, for the 
warning and admonition of those who are in 
danger of being drawn within its destructive 
vortex. 


sidious, intemperate zeal. Under the pre- 


text of doing God service, it assails the re- | 


putation of the holiest and the best of men, 
transforms even their virtues into vices, and, 
if it have power to compass its ends, makes 
them an auto da fe to the wrathful being it 
worships. It is not one thing in heathen 
and another in christian lands—one thing in 
Spain and another thing in America. It has 
been the same in all ages and countries, 
though variously modified by the spirit and 
circumstances of the times. The same feel- 
ing that can denounce and stigmatise a bro- 
ther with opprobrious epithets for an honest 
conscientious difference of sentiment, would, 
under other circumstances, compel him to 
adopt the creed we had decided to be or- 
thodox, or punish his contumacy by the hal- 
ter or the faggot. 

Alas! how has this blind, this intolerant, 
this unhallowed zeal converted christen- 
dom into an aceldama, and made even chris- 
tianity itself “a hissing and a by-word” to 
the nations! Amid the wide-spread miseries 
which this zeal has produced, it is, however, 
consoling to reficct, that christianity is 
chargeable with none of theseresults. They 
are in eternal contrariety to the spirit of the 
gospel. Whoever has breathed this spirit 
knows that its effect is to expand the heart 
in love and tenderness to all God’s rational 
family. takes its kingdom by entreaty,” 
and not by force, “and keeps it by lowli- 
ness of mind.” And its effect cannot be dif- 
ferent; for its spirit is nothing else but the 
spirit of God, who is the universal Parent of 
all, and whose tender regard equally de- 
sires the happiness of all. It is the spirit of 
the blessed Jesus, whose evéry act, amidst 


contumely the most causeless and the most 


Nothing is more dreadfulin effects [7 
on individuals and communities than this in- : 
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aggravated, exhibited to the life its lovely 
fruits and its conquering virtues. | 

It is indeed a subject for the most grate- | 
ful emotions, when we cast our eye over the | 
pages of ecclesiastical history, and trace the | 
havoc and wretchedness which a blind and 
bigoted zeal has produced, to reflect that | 
the scene of its operations has become cir- | 
cumscribed, and that it is no longer capable | 
of producing the effects which once mark- 
ed its course. The gradual evolution of 
truth has brought leppier period to a large 
portion of the christian world. There is | 
still, however, much bigotry, much zeal and 
attachment for old systems and creeds of hu- 
man invention. But these must give way 
to more simple and rational views of the na- | 
ture of christianity. Reformation must and 
will progress. The wide and deep interest 
which is felt on this most important of all 
subjects, and the spirit of independent in- 
quiry which animates the breasts of thou- 
sands, cannot fail, under God, to produce 
the happiest results. The time has arrived 
when the axiom is perceived and acknowl- 
edged, that we are accountable to God for | 
our faith, and that there is no merit in a re- 
ligion received from our ancestors without 
examination, 

It was the language of Christ to his im- 
mediate disciples: ‘I have yet many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
now.” This has, no doubt, been true in 
reference to individuals and communities at 
every period since the time it was uttered. 
1 Indeed at every period since, christianity 
has had to contend with a host of prejudices 
either Jewish or Heathen. Mankind were 
not able to bear its plain and strict morality, 
and its unceremonious simplicity. The Jew- 
ish converts were unable to relinquish thie 
taw of Moses, and they were for a long time 
indulged in its observances, while it was de- 
cided that the Gentiles should not be sub- 
jected tothat yoke: and the Gentiles had 
no doubt other privileges granted them in 
condescension to their existing prejudices. 
It was evidently intended by its divine au- 
thor that christianity should be progressive. 
“T have many things to say unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when | 
the spirit of truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth—and he will show you | 


| 


things to come.” Here is the great chart 
of christians. Had they, in humble obe- 
dience, attended to the guidance of this 
“ spirit of truth”—this law ofthe new cove- 
nant, which God promised to write in the 
minds of all—they would have been gradu- 
ally instructed in the nature and object of 


| the gospel; their former prejudices would 


have given way, and christianity would have 
shown with increasing effulgence, till it had 
gained the meridian altitude of a perfect 
day. ; 

But ‘a falling away” from the life and 
spirit of the gospel early took place. Asad 
night ensued. The simplicity of christiani- 
ty became obscured. Absurd dogmas, bor- 
rowed from the cabala of Jews, or the ethics 
of heathens, or invented by professed chris- 
tian doctors, took the place of its simple and 
rational doctrines; and its practice became 
almost lost in a round of superstitious ob- 
servances.—To remove these encroach. 
ments on christianity has afforded diligent 


‘employment for the “ witnesses” whom God 


in his gracious providence has raised up to 
testify to the truth. Much, evidently, re- 
mains yet to be done. ‘‘ For it is not pos- 
sible the christian world should come so 
lately out of such thick anti-christian dark- 
ness, and that perfection of knowledge 
should break forth at once.” The times 
are, indeed, auspicious. The spirituality of 
christianity—its practical character—its sim- 
plicity—its entire rationality—are becoming 
more and more perceived. The systems of 
men are fast falling into decay, andthe plain 
doctrines of the gospel, as taught by Jesus 
and his disciples, are taking their place. 
“Truly this is the Lord’s work.” Its pros- 
perity must be desired by every true lover 
of Zion—by every friend of the human race. 
And all must as ardently pray that practice 
may keep pace with light and knowledge 
—that so the fruits of a living and enlight- 
ened piety may be more and more diffused, 


to bless and harmonize the world. 
R. 


MORAL SENTIMENTS. 


FROM DILWIN’S YOUTH INSTRUCTOR. 


Knowledge, whether natural or supernatu- 
ral, is the object of the understanding: that 
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which is received in the divine light, is in- 
tuitive, and is properly, wisdom—we see 
and therefore believe, without reasoning, 
because truth can have no higher, or more 
satisfying evidence than itself; whereas the 
knowledge we arrive at, by dint of inquiry, 
information or reflection, first excites doubt 
—the wherefore must be a little considered 
and examined, before the “mind gives the 
proposition a full assent. 

Repentance being a necessary dispensa- 
tion to be passed through by all who enter 
the heavenly kingdom, every sin that has 
dominion over us isa proof that, however 
sorry we may be forthe distress it occasions, 
we have never yet passed through the strait 
gate. 

True worship owes all its efficacy to the 
divine influence on the mind; and this can- 
not be produced, either by our own efforts, 
or the efforts of others on our behalf, but is 
received in a humble dependence and pa- 
tient waiting upon its author, who knows 


our wants, and how and when to supply | 


them. 


SELECTED FOR THE BEREAN. 


WERSES 
TO THE 


MEMORY OF MARY FLETCHER. 


Enthusiastic, fanatic, and fool, - 
Many who read thy life will style thee; 
And others, more sedate and cool, 
. Will pity, who dare not revile thee. 


For me, I feel on laying down 

The volume, neither power nor will 
To ape the critic’s frigid frown: 

To flatter thee were idler still. 


While living, praise of man to thee 

Was nothing: o’er thy mouldering earth, 
Its empty echo now would be 

But mockery of thy Christian worth! 


Nor would I, venerable shade! 

Now touch such high and solemn theme, 
Or this poor tribute have essay’d, 

If thus the unthinking world would deem. 


But there are those, with whom the test 
Of truth is not the Gospel creed; 

To whom thy life will be a jest, 
Thy—path a parable indecd! 


And these, perchance to show their wit, 
Will heap thy name with obloquy ; 
And o’er thy hallow’d pages sit, 
‘* Drest up in brief authority.” 


To thee it matters not; but those 
Who honor and revere thy name, 
May be allow’d to interpose, 
And vindicate thy well-earn’d fame, 


Not for thy sake alone, but theirs 
Who tread the path which thou hast trod; 
The church, which prompted once thy 
prayers, 
Thy faith, thy Saviour, and thy God! 


These, with united voice demand 

The payment of that sacred debt; 
Due, in a fayour’d Christian land, 

When stars of Righteousness have set. 


Set, but to rise with holier light; 

Eclips’d on earth, to shine in heaven; 

How should the chill grave’s transient night 
Dim what Death’s Conquerorhad given’ 


And such wast thou; a prophetess 
Worthy the church’s earlier day; 
In piety and faithfulness, 
Proving, to love is to obey. 


Sceptics may think thy life on earth 
Was madness—an enthusiast’s dream; 
And folly, in its empty mirth, 
Thy end devoid of honor deem. 


But Faith; which owns thee unforgot, 
For thy immortal spirit paints, 
With children of the Lord thy lot, 
Thy heritage among the Saints! 
BERNARD BARTON. 


(cP Owing to the sickness of several ofour 
hands, the appearance of the Berean has 
again been delayed. The cause being un- 
foreseen and unavoidable, will, we hope, suf- 
ficiently excuse us to our readers. 
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In & Walter, Book- 
sellers, 87 Market street. 

New-York—James V. Seaman. 
New-Garpen, Pa.—Enoch Chandler. 
Darsy, Pa.—John H. Andrews. 
Cusster, Pa.—Edward Darlington, 
Lonpon-Grove, Pa.— William Chandler. 
Cantwe t’s Briper, Del.—Joseph Tatman. 
Del.—Jacoh Penington, P. M. 
New-Brenswick, N. J.—Robert Bass. 
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